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Learning Objectives

• Identify risk factors for lung cancer and how to document these in the 
EMR

• Identify patients eligible for high risk lung cancer screening and tobacco 
cessation programs

• Learn how to implement early access to palliative care for patients with 
lung cancer and how to use EMR tools for comprehensive palliative care
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Lung Cancer

Impact of lung cancer in 
Ontario1:

• The leading cause of cancer 
death for women and men

• 2018: An estimated 7,414 
people will die of lung 
cancer – more than 
colorectal, breast and 
prostate cancer combined 
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Lung Cancer: Prevention

RISKS

•Tobacco use…in your practice what percent of your patients are daily or occasional 
smokers?

•Other risk factors:  ???

Think about…..

How can you use your EMR to identify people at risk for 
lung cancer?
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Lung Cancer: Incidence and Survival

Importance of screening for lung cancer:

• Incidence in Ontario….70 per 100,000

• 5 year survival for patients with lung cancer… 20.8%

…. if lung cancer is found earlier…….
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EMR How to get it to work for you
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• Tobacco use

• Occupation

• Lung disease

Tobacco Cessation

I4C  Dashboard



Lung Cancer: Screening

Importance of screening for lung cancer:

• People are usually diagnosed with lung cancer when the 
disease is at an advanced stage and treatment options 
are limited 

• Low-dose computed tomography (LDCT) screening can 
detect lung cancers earlier, when treatment is more 
likely to be successful
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Cancer Care Ontario Lung Cancer Screening

Recommendations:

• Lung cancer screening should take place within an organized 

program

• LDCT should be the screening modality for lung cancer in high 

risk populations

• Chest X-ray should not be used for screening high risk 

populations

• Smoking cessation should be embedded in the screening 

program



High Risk Lung Cancer Screening...Pilot Site Locations
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Characteristics of Organized Lung Cancer Screening
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Target Population for Recruitment 

11

Between ages 55 
and 74 years

Smoking History 

Age

75+0-54 55-74

Referral 
Criteria

Exclusion Criteria:

• Have been diagnosed with lung cancer;

• Are under surveillance for lung nodules;

• Have experienced hemoptysis of unknown 
cause or unexplained weight loss of more 
than five kilograms in the past year; or

• Are currently undergoing diagnostic 
assessment, treatment or surveillance for 
life-threatening conditions (such as a 
cancer with a poor prognosis) as assessed 
by the referring physician

Smoked cigarettes daily for at 
least 20 years (not necessarily 
20 years in a row)



HRLCS: Identifying patients for referral

Total patients in my practice    1587

• Total  55-74 years               326  {male=118 female=204}

• No data on tobacco use         5

• Cancer 5

• possible eligible any tobacco use  =  145

+ 20 years     83

Current smokers 23

CT thorax  in last 12m 11
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Learn More
https://www.cancercareontario.ca/en/guidelines-advice/cancer-

continuum/screening/lung-cancer-screening-pilot-people-at-high-risk



Lung Cancer and Advanced Care Planning
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Palliative Care and Advanced Care Planning

• Identify  Assess  Plan Manage

• Use e-forms for Palliative Performance Scores (PPS), advanced 
care planning

• Use cohort/registry for monitoring

• Use toolbars and reminders for recall and efficient workflow
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Summary

• Risk factors for lung cancer

• Identify patients eligible for

• tobacco cessation, 

• high risk lung cancer screening, 

• early access to palliative care

• EMR documentation and i4C Dashboard
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Thank you!
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OntarioMD Delivers a Suite of Digital Health Services
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Partnered Initiatives:Our Partners: OntarioMD Initiatives:

• eHealth Ontario
• Health Quality Ontario
• Health Shared Services Ontario

• ConnectingOntario ClinicalViewer
• ONE® ID
• ONE Mail


